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Position Description
Community/Consumer Member
National Research and Evaluation Ethics Committee

Our Organisation
The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners (RACGP) is the voice of General Practitioners (GPs) in our growing cities and throughout rural and remote Australia. For more than 60 years, we have supported Australia’s health system by setting the standards for education and practice and advocating for better health and wellbeing for all Australians.

We cultivate a stronger profession by helping the GPs of today and tomorrow continue their professional development throughout their careers, from medical students and GPs in training to experienced GPs. We develop resources and guidelines to support GPs in providing their patients with world-class healthcare and help with the unique issues that affect their practices. We are a point of connection for GPs serving communities in every corner of the country.

Australia’s GPs see more than two million patients each week, and support Australians through every stage of life. The scope of general practice is unmatched among medical professionals, so the RACGP supports members to be involved in all areas of care, including aged care, mental health, preventative care and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health.

Patient-centred care is at the heart of every Australian general practice and at the heart of everything we do.

National Research and Evaluation Ethics Committee
The RACGP National Research and Evaluation Ethics Committee (NREEC) evaluates general practice research projects in accordance with the National Health and Medical Research Council's National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research(the ‘National Statement’).

The NREEC’s primary task is to assess the ethical principles for research involving humans in the Australian primary care setting, and to protect the welfare and rights of the participants in research. The committee also facilitates research that is or will be of benefit to the researcher’s community or to humankind.

Community/consumer member
As per the requirements of the National Statement, the community/consumer member brings a broad community or consumer perspective and has no paid affiliation with the RACGP.

Community/consumer members are expected to review submissions drawing on their personal knowledge and experience. The member can be located anywhere in Australia.

[bookmark: _bookmark0]Member responsibilities
Members are expected to:
· abide by the RACGP NREEC Terms of Reference.
· become and remain familiar with the National Statement and its application to the research process and consult other guidelines and information relevant to the review of specific research proposals. 
· be familiar with the NH&MRC Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research 2018 (‘Code of Conduct’) and the AIATSIS Code of Ethics for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Research 2020 (the ‘AIATSIS Code’), and the respective application of each to the research process.
· undertake any induction training or process provided by the RACGP or NREEC.
· prepare for meetings by reading applications, reports and documentation provided.
· attend scheduled meetings of the NREEC or, if unavailable, provide opinions on the ethical acceptability of research proposals before meetings.
· decide whether, in their judgement, a research proposal meets the requirements of the National Statement and other relevant guidelines and is ethically acceptable.
· actively engage in informed and thorough discussion of matters before the NREEC
· participate in out-of-session activities as required.
· attend continuing education or training programs in research ethics at least every three years, or more often if provided by the RACGP or NREEC.
· be aware of and respect RACGP protocols or policies related to confidentiality in the performance of their role.
· disclose any interests that may constitute an actual or potential conflict of interest, including any financial or other interest or affiliation that bears on any research coming before the NREEC.

Meetings
Meetings are held six times per annum on a Monday evening, usually by videoconference. A face-to-face meeting is scheduled annually, in December. Meeting dates are available at RACGP Ethics. Meetings commence at 7.30pm AEST and are usually of 2 hours’ duration.

Approximately two weeks prior to each meeting, committee members receive electronic access to the meeting documentation via Share Point . The time required for reading and meeting preparation is usually between 2 to 4 hours.

Where members cannot attend meetings, adequate notice is appreciated and if possible, members are expected to comment on agenda items via email or verbally for consideration at the meeting.

[bookmark: _bookmark1]Community/consumer member selection criteria

The following are essential:
· Ability to participate in and contribute to committee discussions on research proposals and other research ethics issues in an open and constructive manner.
· Ability to appreciate the interests of potential research participants and the potential risks and benefits of research proposals.
· Knowledge and understanding of the ethical principles that are applied to research involving humans, and ability to apply these principles.
· Knowledge of the legislation and guidelines relating to human research and ethics.
· Understanding and respect for confidentiality requirements.
· Well-developed communication skills.

The following are desirable:
· Interest in health and health research issues.
· Experience with a human research ethics committee (HREC) or an understanding of research.

The community/consumer member must have no affiliation with the RACGP.

Legal protection for members
The RACGP is required by the NH&MRC to provide an assurance of legal protection to all those involved in ethical review of research, for liabilities that may arise during bona fide conduct of their duties in this capacity. The RACGP has professional indemnity insurance to cover the liability of committee members within these terms.
Payment
Members are paid for attendance at meetings and for reviewing new applications when they are lead reviewers. To facilitate payment through the PayGP system, members are required to sign a Master Services Agreement and Statement of Works.
Expressions of interest
To express interest in this position, please forward a brief description of your relevant experience and qualifications, including why you wish to join the NREEC (1 page), and your concise resume to:

Gail Roberts
Research Ethics Manager RACGP Ethics Office 
Email: ethics@racgp.org.au 
Ph: (03) 8699 0385


Position Description NREEC Community/Consumer Member March 2026 		2

image1.jpg
Healthy Profession.
Healthy Australia.





