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Skin lesion
Jerzy K Pawlak, MBBS, MSc, PhD, is a general practitioner, Winnipeg, Canada.

Answer 1
Erysipelas or cellulitis of the face.

Answer 2
This condition is distinguished from acute
facial eczema by associated systemic
features including fever, high erythrocyte
sedimentation rate (ESR) and,
retrospectively, raised antistreptolysin O
titre.

Answer 3
Culture of skin swabs, aspiration of tissue
fluid, or skin biopsy specimens rarely
result in culture of the causative organism
– streptococcus pyogenes (Lancefield
Group A). As noted above, ESR and
antistreptolysin O titre may be
confirmatory.

Case history
An elderly woman, 79
years of age, presented
with a skin lesion that
had appeared a few
weeks previously. It
has a central keratotic
plug and a fleshy rim.

Question 1
What is the diagnosis?

Question 2
What is the significance?

Question 3
What is the treatment?
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