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Transition
Why is the pathway changing?
Following extensive review and consultation, The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners (RACGP) is
closing the Specialist Pathway Program (SPP). The new Specialist Recognition Program (SRP) has been developed
to be compliant with best practice and the Medical Board of Australia’s good practice guidelines, and includes
improved education and support for Specialist International Medical Graduates.

When does the SRP open?
Applications for SRP will open 3 September 2018.

When does the SPP close?
The RACGP will stop accepting payment for SPP applications on 31 August 2018. If you wish to apply after this
date, you will be required to pay and apply via the SRP (open 3 September 2018).

What happens if I pay before 31 August 2018?
You must complete and submit your SPP application via the online portal by 14 September 2018. Incomplete
applications or applications submitted after this date will be closed, and applicants will be required to pay and
apply via the SRP.

I submitted my application before 14 September 2018,
when will I know the outcome?
All SPP applicants will be advised of their categorisation by the end of October 2018.

What happens to the existing SPP candidates?
Candidates in the SPP will continue under the existing SPP policies and processes.
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Specialist Recognition Program
How do I apply?
To enter the SRP, applicants must complete a comparability application. The comparability assessment will give the
applicant an outcome of Substantially Comparable, Partially Comparable or Not Comparable to the standard of an
Australian-trained general practitioner (GP) at the point of Fellowship.

How do I submit my application?
Applications will be accepted via an online form with supporting documentation. You will be assigned an administrator
who will email you if any further documentation is required. Once your completed application is received, it will be sent
to two independent RACGP assessors who will come to a consensus on your comparability.

What factors are used to determine comparability?
When assessing your application, the assessors will take into consideration:
• recency of practice
• continuity of practice
• participation in continuing professional development
• the specialist qualification(s) you hold
• the route you took to attain the specialist qualification (eg training, practice-based)
• the type of examination you completed to attain your specialist qualification
• experience in general practice
• any other qualifications you hold.

How long after I submit my application will I be informed of the outcome?
Completed applications may take up to 10 weeks to be assessed. If the assessors require further information, this
timeline may be extended.

Will my SRP comparability outcome be the same as my SPP category?
Not necessarily. The SRP assesses additional factors such as the further experience you have acquired since the
award of your specialist qualification, any other qualifications you hold, and your recency and compliance with your
continuing professional development obligations. All these factors determine your comparability to the standard of an
Australian-trained GP at the point of Fellowship.

How long is my comparability outcome valid for?
Your comparability outcome is valid for six months from the date of the letter.

What do I do after receiving my comparability outcome?
• Applicants who are deemed Substantially Comparable must complete the entry requirements and are then
awarded Fellowship ad eundem gradum (FAEG).
• Applicants who are deemed Partially Comparable must complete the entry requirements and, once on the
pathway, have 24 months’ full-time equivalent (FTE) to pass the RACGP examinations while working in
comprehensive Australian general practice.
• Applicants who are deemed Not Comparable are not eligible to enter the SRP and may seek an alternate
pathway to Fellowship of the RACGP (FRACGP).
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What are the entry requirements?
Once you are deemed Substantially Comparable or Partially Comparable, you must:
• become a financial member of the RACGP
• complete the pathway application form, which includes providing current medical registration and Certificates of
Good Standing (if expired since categorisation), a suitable comprehensive Australian general practice job offer,
mentor details and a current cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) certificate
• sign a pathway agreement outlining policies, obligations and expectations while on the pathway.
If you are deemed Partially Comparable, you must also complete a competency profile.

What happens after I obtain FAEG?
Following award of FAEG Substantially Comparable, doctors must:
• commence work in an RACGP-approved comprehensive Australian general practice position within six calendar
months of obtaining FAEG
• complete six months’ FTE work within the first 12 calendar months of commencing work
• undertake education activities to help orient them to Australian general practice
• satisfactorily complete the workplace-based assessment (WBA) within six months’ FTE of commencing work.
After six months’ FTE work, an audit will be conducted by the RACGP:
• Compliant doctors will be issued with a Fellowship certificate and invited to graduate.
• Non-compliant doctors may be allowed further time to complete the requirements or may be required to
complete the WBA again, at the full discretion of the RACGP and at the cost of the doctor.
• Non-compliant doctors may be reported to the Medical Board of Australia for lack of compliance.

Exam eligibility for Partially Comparable doctors
Prior to sitting exams, Partially Comparable doctors must:
• complete six months’ FTE work in comprehensive Australian general practice in their RACGP-approved job
• show evidence of completion of any education activities outlined in the program agreement
• complete the WBA.
Partially Comparable doctors will have a maximum of two years’ FTE to complete the pathway requirements,
including successful completion of the RACGP exams.

What is the workplace-based assessment?
The WBA will include:
• patient surveys
• supervisor/mentor reports
• a candidate self-reflection on the differences between practice in Australia and the country in which the
specialist medical degree was awarded
• developing a learning plan using the RACGP planning learning and need (PLAN) tool
• an RACGP peer reviewer visiting your practice.
Substantially Comparable doctors must complete the WBA within six months’ FTE of commencing work in
Australia. They may be required to complete an additional WBA if they do not meet the required standard.
Partially Comparable doctors must complete the WBA within six months’ FTE of commencing work in Australia.
Doctors who do not satisfactorily complete the WBA within six months’ FTE of commencing work must repeat the
assessment and may be subject to review before enrolling in the Fellowship examinations.
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Leave and extension from the SRP
• Candidates on the SRP may apply for leave for extenuating and unforeseen circumstances or legislative leave
for up to 12 calendar months.
• All pathway requirements (including the ability to sit exams) are suspended during leave.
• If the total leave allocation is exhausted, the candidate may be removed from the pathway.
• Candidates may apply for one extension of six calendar months to complete their pathway requirements.

How much will the SRP cost?
The cost of the SRP is summarised below (Table 1) and compared to the SPP fees (Table 2).

Table 1. Specialist Recognition Program fees (from 3 September 2018)*
Item

Cost

Substantially

Partially

Comparability application

$575

X

X

Competency profile

$500

FAEG application (includes WBA)

$2,185

Six months’ supported education (includes WBA)

$2,430

Additional WBA (if required)

$1,250

Additional learning support (if required)

X
X
X
X

X

$750

Membership

$1,525

Exams

$8,720

Totals

X
X

X
X

$4,285–$5,535

$13,750–$15,750

*Fees are subject to change without notice. Individual circumstances may affect applicable membership fees.
FAEG, Fellowship ad eundem gradum; WBA, work-based assessment

Table 2. Specialist Pathway Program fees (closes 31 August 2018)
Item

Cost

Category 1

Category 2

Category 3

Categorisation application

$515

X

X

X

FAEG application

$635

X

FICPI

$5,155

X

X

Exams

$8,720

X

X

Assessment of GP experience
Membership

$760
$1,525

Totals

X
X

X

X

$2,675

$15,915

$16,675

FAEG, Fellowship ad eundem gradum; FICPI, Fitness for Intended Clinical Practice Interview; GP, general practitioner

More information
All SRP policies and guidance documents will be published closer to the program launch date.
For more information or questions, contact pathways@racgp.org.au
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