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Benefits

• Individual benefit

• Molnupiravir – 30% relative (2.9% absolute) reduction in hospitalisation or death

• Paxlovid – 89% relative (5.8% absolute) reduction in hospitalisation or death

• Health system benefit – primary care, ambulance, hospitals

• Winter – COVID-19, influenza, deferred care

• Public health benefit

• Rapid reduction in viral shedding and culturable virus (molnupiravir)

→ Current uptake for eligible Victorians diagnosed with COVID-19 ?

DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa2116044 DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa2118542
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What are the PBS indications?
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What about interactions?

Uni of Liverpool COVID-19 

Drug Interaction Checker –
www.covid19-druginteractions.org

http://www.covid19-druginteractions.org/
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What resources and support 

are available?

www.health.vic.gov.au/covid-19/vaccines-and-

medications-in-patients-with-covid-19

Victorian COVID-19 Therapies PBS Prescriber Helpline

A pharmacy helpline has been launched to support PBS 

prescribers in the prescription of oral antivirals nirmatrelvir and 

ritonavir (Paxlovid™) and molnupiravir (Lagevrio™) to COVID-19 

patients within the community.

The helpline is staffed by Alfred Hospital pharmacists 

experienced in the prescription of COVID-19 early therapies. It is 

intended for use by Victorian PBS prescribers such as GPs and 

nurse practitioners.

The helpline is staffed 7 days a week between 8 to 5pm and can 

be contacted on 03 8290 3801.

http://www.health.vic.gov.au/covid-19/vaccines-and-medications-in-patients-with-covid-19
tel:0382903801
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Questions and Discussion points

• Is Paxlovid now in clinical software?

• Is your local pharmacy stocking both antivirals? Do they deliver?

• Victorian Supercare Pharmacies provide a backup

• Particular barriers / access concerns in RACF?

• Pre-emptive review, discussion, decision making regarding access in event of 

diagnosis

• Complexity in decision making when the patient is diagnosed

• ? Role for ‘COVID-19 Management Plan’ (and Influenza Management Plan?) for 

potentially eligible patients – prior consultation to document plan if diagnosed

https://www.health.vic.gov.au/primary-care/victorian-supercare-pharmacies

