




Cost-benefit analysis framework for single-use disposable versus reusable medical devices
Single-use disposable alternatives are now available for most categories of medical devices that were traditionally reprocessed (cleaned, disinfected and/or sterilised).   
Your practice’s policy on whether to use disposable or reusable medical devices could be determined based on a thorough analysis of factors including risk of contamination and costs (including labour for reprocessing, as well as unit costs), and optimal use of staff time. The cost-benefit analysis framework for single-use disposable versus reusable medical devices below can be used for this purpose.
This template is drawn from the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners Infection prevention and control guidelines for general practices and other office-based and community-based practices. Refer to Section 10 – Reprocessing reusable medical devices of the guidelines for more information.


















Disclaimer
The information set out in this publication is current at the date of first publication and is intended for use as a guide of a general nature only and may or may not be relevant to particular patients or circumstances. Nor is this publication exhaustive of the subject matter. It is no substitute for individual inquiry. Compliance with any recommendations does not guarantee discharge of the duty of care owed to patients.
The RACGP and its employees and agents have no liability (including for negligence) to any users of the information contained in this publication.
© The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners 2022
This resource is provided under licence by the RACGP. Full terms are available at www.racgp.org.au/usage/licence 
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the lands and seas on which we work and live, and pay our respects to Elders, past, present and future.
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	Item
	Number used (per day/week)
	Options
	Unit cost
	[bookmark: _Hlk109488937]Waste
	Associated costs
	Labour costs
	Power and water 
	Maintenance (steriliser etc) 

	Ear speculum

	                        	Disposable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	
	                        	Reusable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	Ear syringe/pulse/suction and parts
	                        	Disposable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	
	                        	Reusable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	Sterile vaginal speculum

	                        	Disposable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	
	                        	Reusable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	Dressing pack with forceps

	                        	Disposable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	
	                        	Reusable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	Spacer

	                        	Disposable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	
	                        	Reusable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	Artery forceps

	                        	Disposable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	
	                        	Reusable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	Forceps

	                        	Disposable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	
	                        	Reusable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	Scissors

	                        	Disposable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	
	                        	Reusable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	Excision sets

	                        	Disposable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	
	                        	Reusable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	Scalpel handles
	                        	Disposable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        
	
	                        	Reusable
	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        	                        


Waste: include waste removal costs													
Associated costs: include consumables, materials used in packaging for sterilisation, other steriliser-associated costs
Labour costs: Include staff time performing reprocessing tasks, supervisor time training staff, costs of training coursesSource: Marjen Education Services. Adapted with permission.

image1.jpg
Healthy Profession.
Healthy Australia.





