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LIST OF FAQs for the AMC Bridging Courses

Clinical Series
How does the course work?

The Clinical Series course is a eight week course which is run for 8 consecutive Fridays for the whole day (9 am – 5 pm). The course is divided into 8 face to face days with a trial examination on the following Saturday. 
Are there any days when I have to come in person?

Yes, you will be attending each Friday for eight weeks.
How much time does the course take?

Apart from the one day per week that you are required to attend in person, you are also expected to spend time during the week preparing for the following weekly session and completing follow up tasks. 
How many people are there in each small group?

The small group learning is done based on a maximum ratio of 1 medical educator to 6 participants. 
How much does the course cost?

· $5,995 for the entire course.
Where is the course held?

· In NSW the course is held in North Sydney

· In VIC the course is held at the National Office in South Melbourne

· In QLD the course is held at Buranda in Queensland
· In WA the course is held at West Leederville in Perth
Will the course be based in a hospital? Will we be dealing with real patients?

The course is not hospital based. The course concentrates on small group learning and involves extensive practice of role plays (mimicking those received in the AMC clinical examination) as well as physical examination practice. A medical student will come in for 2 half days per group (weeks 6 and 7) for physical examination roleplays.
Can I select certain weeks only?
To participate in the Clinical Course, you are required to attend the full 8 weeks (Fridays only).
What are the main areas of study that will be looked at during the course? 
The key learning modules of the course are;
· Medical and surgical consultations

· Obstetrics and gynaecology consultations
· Psychiatry (Dealing with Difficult patients)
· Paediatric consultations

· Physical examinations

· Investigations (including interpretation of pathology and ECG results etc.)
Is there any homework?

Yes, you are required to do pre reading for the each session and also follow up during the week on areas of weakness that you may discover throughout the course. 

How does the trial examination work?

This is a simulated 8 component multi-station trial examination that has been developed by expert medical educators experienced in the AMC examination process. 

Clinical skills are assessed in the areas of physical examination, investigation, diagnosis, management, therapeutics, counselling/patient education and procedures and are critically assessed by our experienced medical educators. 

Individual and group feedback is provided following the trial examination. 

Simulated examination conditions help participants’ time management, improve prioritisation of tasks and help reduce examination nerves. Even well prepared examination candidates find they benefit from a trial examination. 

Can I defer doing the Trial Exam?
No.
What are the program advantages?

· Experienced medical educators provide you with close attention and support to maximise your learning

· Training simulations actively involve you in targeting your learning for rapid skill development and retention. Immediate feedback is given to identify and correct your performance gaps.

· You are taught current methods of good doctor-patient relationships and the opportunity to critically appraise and improve your consulting skills

· The course has been developed by experienced medical educators – many of whom themselves are overseas trained doctors
· Group of participants no larger than 6. 
What are the requirements needed for getting into the course?

· You need to have a letter from the Australian Medical Council (AMC) stating that you have been assessed and met the criteria to sit the AMC Exam. Visit www.amc.org.au to apply to sit the AMC Exam.
· You need to be able to demonstrate you have successfully passed the AMC Multiple Choice Question (MCQ) examination.
· We require Copy of either your Occupational English Test (OET) or the International English Language Testing System (IELTS), indicating your average result (an OET overall B grading or a Band 6.5 with no score below 6 in the IELTS system) or a letter of exemption from the AMC.  When applying to sit the AMC Exam, please check the AMC website as to the English language test requirement.
Why do we require English competency results?
As we do not set a test beforehand for participants who are interested in doing the course, we have no standard to determine the level of English comprehension of the participants.  If this standard is not set, we may have some participants whose level of understanding (both reading and comprehension) may be below that of the rest of the class.   These participants may find it difficult to keep up with the other participants.
How do I apply?
We can send you out an application package or you can do one of the following:

· contact via email:  gpeducation@racgp.org.au 
· contact the RACCGP by phone:   1800 284 732
· or visit http://www.racgp.org.au/protd/amc 
You will then need to fill in an application form and submit it with the appropriate documentation. 
When do I pay? 

The Application form will have a Payment form included with an option to pay in full or pay by 3 instalments before the course commences.  Either way, payment is required with the payment form.

Once these forms have been received and a place is available, we will confirm your place in the course. Payments are processed accordingly to the full payment or instalment payment schedule.  
Do I get a refund if I withdraw from the course?

Please refer to the Cancellation / Withdrawal Policy in the Application form.
Do I have to be a permanent resident or citizen to join the course?  
No. 
Do I get a Certificate after the course?
Yes. A certificate is issued to participants who have attended and completed the full course including the Trial Exam. Students who didn’t attend all classes may request a letter confirming the days they did attend.
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