
[INSERT DATE]

Hon. [INSERT LOCAL MEMBERS NAME]

[INSERT TITLE OF MEMBERS]
[INSERT ADDRESS]

Dear MEMBER
RE: Removal of the Medicare Benefits Schedule Item Numbers 50124 & 50125
I write to voice my concerns regarding the Federal Government’s removal of the Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS) Item Numbers 50124 and 50125. As part of the 2009-10 Federal Budget, it was announced that from 1 November 2009 these Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS) Items, which provided for joint injections, would be removed from the Schedule. The government advised that instead of having separate item numbers, all joint injections and aspirations would be delivered as part of a standard consultation. I am concerned that these changes will make the health system less safe and more expensive.

I am a resident of [INSERT LOCATION]. As my local representative in [STATE OR FEDERAL PARLIAMENT] I urge you to take action against the removal of these MBS items and advocate for them to be restored as part of the MBS.

I acknowledge that savings are required for our health system to improve, but it is important that we do not implement a solution that creates other issues. 

My general practitioner is still charging for a joint injection as well as a consultation and I can no longer claim a Medicare rebate for the joint injection. This means I am now paying much more for the same service that I used to receive. In addition to myself, elderly patients with osteoarthritis, rheumatoid arthritis or shoulder or knee problems in particular will be financially burdened by the removal of these items.
My GP has told me that undertaking a consultation in which I’m examined and a joint injection is administered is inappropriate in a standard consultation. By performing the joint injection, my GP can decrease my pain, improve my mobility and delay more expensive and invasive procedures being performed. This in turn produces savings for the government in terms of pharmaceutical use and also means I’m less likely to need a referral to a specialist such as an rheumatologist or orthopaedic surgeon, or sports medicine doctor. 
We are told that the Australian health system is one of the most effective efficient health systems in the world. Therefore, we should be going forward by building on what works, and not compromising the MBS, which underpins our health system by providing universal health cover.

I would appreciate hearing back from you as to whether you support maintaining a strong, Medicare system that is fair to all.

Yours sincerely

[INSERT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS HERE]
