



Refugee Mental Health Project
General Practice and Refugee Mental Health

The Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture (VFST) and the Victorian Transcultural Psychiatry Unit (VTPU) worked together in 2002-2003 in establishing the Psychiatrist Network for Refugee Mental Health.  This project was funded by State Government and included the development of a network of psychiatrists who were interested in receiving refugee patient referrals, attending training seminars and participating in a bulletin board.   

Based on the successes of the Network, the partnership between VFST and VTPU has now received further funding from the Department of Human Services for a 12-month project.  This will allow the partnership to support the continuation of the Network, including the participation of general practitioners (GPs) with an interest in the mental health of refugees, as well as the establishment of a pilot Refugee Mental Health Clinic.  

The Refugee Mental Health Project will consist of the following activities:

· referral network of mental health professionals 

· training and secondary consultation 

· bulletin board

· establishment of a pilot Refugee Mental Health Clinic (psychiatrists only for at least the first 12 months)

We welcome your participation!

If you would like to join the Refugee Mental Health Network, please contact Sarah Lausberg, at Foundation House, on 9389 8950 or lausbergs@survivorsvic.org.au, to receive a membership form.
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